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Art

1.  THE PHOENIX IS FOUND in the mythology of many different cultures. Gremlins 
are also imaginary creatures. Create an imaginary creature of your own. Draw a picture of it 
in its habitat.

2.  NATHANIEL DRAWS THINGS he sees around him. He looks carefully to notice 
details about the things he draws. Look around your school and draw something that interests 
you. Be sure to observe carefully.

3.  CHOOSE A SCENE FROM THE BOOK AND DRAW IT the way you see it in 
your imagination.

Science

1. FIND OUT ABOUT ENDANGERED ANIMALS IN YOUR AREA. Most of the 
animals that ever lived on earth are extinct. The dodo became extinct around 1681 because 
people came to the island where dodos lived, bringing along other animals that ate the dodo 
eggs. People also helped cause the extinction by using dodos and their eggs for food. 

 An animal that is in danger of extinction is called endangered. Look up endangered animals 
in your state. Choose one species and fi nd out why it is endangered. 

2.  MAKE A COMPASS. 

 Materials:
Sewing needle (1–2 inches long)
Bar magnet
Circle of cork about 3/4 to 1 inch in diameter and 1/4 inch thick. 
(Ask an adult to cut off the end of a wine bottle cork.)
Pliers
Small cup or glass
Water

Directions:
RUB THE MAGNET the needle about thirty times. Always rub in the same direction, 
not back and forth.

HOLDING THE NEEDLE IN THE PLIERS, push the needle through the cork so 
that the same amount of needle is sticking out each side of the cork. 

HALF FILL THE CUP or glass with water and place it on a fl at surface.

FLOAT THE CORK and needle compass on the water, with the needle fl at on the surface 
of the water. The magnetized end of the needle will point toward the north if you are in the 
Northern Hemisphere or toward the south if you are in the Southern Hemisphere.

Projects:
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Social Studies

MAPS AND MAPMAKING ARE VERY IMPORTANT TO  NATE’S FAMILY. 
They even have their own trademark compass rose with a dodo at the center. 

1.  MAKE A COMPASS ROSE that includes a symbol of something that is important to you. 
(Directions for making a basic compass rose can be found at www.ehow.com/how_5161196_
make-compass-rose.html.)

2.  DRAW A MAP OF YOUR CLASSROOM or school grounds. Use a compass to fi nd 
out which way is north. Draw your map so that the top of the paper is north. Be sure to put 
your personal compass rose on the map with north pointing toward the top of the page.

Kinetic/Acting

1.  IN A SMALL GROUP, choose a scene from the book and act it out. 

2.  PRETEND YOU ARE A MYTHICAL OR EXTINCT creature from the book or 
from your research. Without using words, pretend you are the creature. See if your partner 
or group can guess who you are. 

Research Skills

USE THE WEBSITES BELOW to look up mythical or extinct creatures. Choose one 
and read about it. Then search for more information about it in a print encyclopedia or library 
book. Write a paragraph describing what this beast looks like and does. 

Internet resources:

encyclopedia.kids.net.au/page/my/Mythical_beast 
www.amnh.org/ology/?channel=mythiccreatures 
www.eaudrey.com/myth/index.html 
www.enchantedlearning.com/coloring/extinct.shtml 

Projects:
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Nathaniel Fludd: Beastologist
Compass Rose Worksheet

1. Label the four cardinal points of the compass.

2. Label the four ordinal points of the compass.
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Nathaniel Fludd: Beastologist
Crossword

Down
1. extinct fl ightless bird 

3. rucksack 

4. petrol 

6. mythological bird that is born in fi re 

8. no longer in existence

Across

2. short for propeller 

4. tight fi tting glasses used to protect the eyes 

5. tool for fi nding direction 

7. Arab leader 

9. desert place with water and plants 

Word Bank:
Backpack Compass Dodo Extinct Gas Goggles Oasis Phoenix Prop Sheik


